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1. SUMMARY: THE FILM ITEM INCLUDED IN THE LIST OF 
ARTICLE XXIV: 6 CONCESSIONS CIRECULATED BY THE EC 
COMMISSION AND UNDER DISCUSSION IN THE COMMITTEE 
OF PERM REPS IS, IN THE US VIEW, INCORRECT IN THAT 

IT EXCLUDES STILL FILM LARGER THAN 35 MM FROM THE 
8 PERCENT CONCESSION. THE MISSION HAS ATTEMPTED TO 
CORRECT THIS ERROR. THE COMMISSION STAFF, WHILE 
WILLING TO SAY THAT THERE WAS A MISUNDERSTANDING (NOT 
NECESSARILY THEIR FAULT), CONTINUES TO RESIST 
CHANGING THE FILM ITEM, ON THE GROUND THAT THIS 
WOULD BE TACTICALLY DANGEROUS. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN THE REFTELS, THE MISSION TRANSMITTED THE 
LIST OF PROPOSED ARTICLE XXIV:6 CONCESSIONS WHICH 
THE EC COMMISSION CIRCULATED TO THE NINE AND WHICH 
IS CURRENTLY UNDER DISCUSSION IN THE COMMITTEE OF 
PERM REPS. THE VERSION IN REFTEL A REVISES THAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 EC BRU 03514 282229Z 

IN REFTEL B AND IS THE VERSION NOW UNDER CON- 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


SIDERATION: ”8 PERCENT ON EX-OUT 35 MM AND LESS 
(EXCEPT X-RAY, GRAPHIC, AND MICROBILMS)". 

3. OVER THE PAST TWO WEEKS, THE MISSION HAS 
ATTEMPTED TO PERSUADE THE COMMISSION THAT THIS 
DESCRIPTION IS INCORRECT. THE US UNDERSTANDING 
WAS THAT ALL STILL FILM SHOULD 

OBTAIN THE 8 PERCENT RATE, AND THE LATEST COM 
MISSION DEFINITION EXCLUDES STILL FILM GREATER 
THAN 35 MM. AT FIRST THE COMMISSION REIECTED THE 
VIEW THAT THERE WAS ANY BASIS FOR THE US UNDER- 
STANDING THAT ALL STILL FILM WAS TO BE INCLUDED. 

HOWEVER, AFTER WE REVIEWED THE RECORD OF NEGOTIA- 
TION ON THIS ITEM IN DETAIL WITH HT.T7.EN ON MAY 27, 

DERISBOURG, A COMMISION INDUSTRIAL ADVISER WHO 
ATTENDED THE MEETING, DID CHECK COMMISSION FILES 
AND ACKNOWLEDGED TO US ON MAY 28 THAT THEY CONTAIN A 
DEFINITION PROVIDED BY US ON MARCH 28, 

WHICH INCLUDES ALL STILT. FIML IN THE 8 PERCENT 
CATEGORY. DETRISBOURG NOTED THAT THEN AND IMMEDI- 
ATELY LATER, THE FOCUS OF DISCUSSION HAD BEEN ON 
35 MM MOVIE FILM, AND THAT THE COMMISSION OFFICIALS 
INVOLVED HAD NOT UNDERSTOOD THAT THE PHRASING OF 
THE EX-OUT PROVIDED BY US MEANT THAT ALL STILL 
FILM WOULD RECEIVE THE 8 PERCENT RATE. 

4. HIJZEN HIMSELF-THOUGH HE HEARD OUT OUR CASE-- 
DID NOT WANT TO ENTER INTO AN EXCHANGE ON THE 
NEGOTIATING HISTORY OF THE FILM ITEM. RATHER, HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT IN HIS VIEW IT WAS POLITICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO 
CHANGE THE DEFINITION A THIS STAGE. THE BELGIANS, 

HE NOTED, WERE OPPOSED TO INCLUSION OF ANY 35 MM 
FILM IN THE CONCESSION, AND IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, 

IT WOULD BE HOPELESS AND RISKY FOR THE COMMISSION TO REOPEN 
THE MATTER AND ARGUE FOR THE INCLUSION OF STILL FILM GREATER 
THAN 35 MM. 

GREENWALD 
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